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BACKGROUND 

Established in 1994, the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification, a legally 

binding international agreement linking environment and development to sustainable 

land management, addresses specifically the arid, semi-arid and dry sub-humid areas, 

known as the dry lands, where some of the most vulnerable ecosystems and peoples 

are found. Currently it has 195 parties. 

 

The UNCCD recognizes the physical, biological and socio-economic aspects of 

desertification, the importance of redirecting technology transfer to be demand-

driven, and the importance of involving local communities in combating DLDD. The 

core of the UNCCD is the development of national, Sub-regional and regional action 

programmes by national governments, in cooperation with UN agencies, donors, local 

communities and non-governmental organizations (NGOs). 

 

Negotiations for establishing the Convention started in 1992, when the UN General 

Assembly (UNGA), as requested by the UN Conference on Environment and 

Development, adopted resolution 47/188 calling for the establishment of an 

intergovernmental negotiating committee for the elaboration of a convention to combat 

desertification (INCD) in those countries experiencing serious drought and/or 

desertification, particularly in Africa. The INCD met five times between May 1993 and 

June 1994 and drafted the UNCCD and four regional implementation annexes for 

Africa, Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean, and the Northern Mediterranean. 

 

Decision makers from 195 member states attended (about 6000 delegates) the COP12 

and discussed solutions to issues related to Desertification, land degradation and 

drought (DLDD). Noting that Land rehabilitation is one of the pathways to sustainable 

development, by rehabilitating degraded land, many of the sustainable development 

goals (SDGs) would be more attainable. Land that is properly nurtured fosters food and 

water security and reverses negative climate change impacts such as forced migration, 

by cultivating opportunities for growth and ensuring stability. To invest in the land is to 

invest in sustainable livelihoods therefore the goal of COP12 is to provide practical 

steps to make the rehabilitation of degrading land areas a reality. The Parties are also 

expected to identify ways to contribute to success of the 2015 Climate Change 

Conference in Paris. 
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Plate 1: UNCCD COP 12 participants observed a moment of silence for the victims of the terrorist 

bombings in Ankara, Turkey (Courtesy of UNCCD website)  

COP12 PREPARATORY PROCESS 

A committee was formed at the Ministry of Environment, Water and Natural Resources 

under the Chairmanship of Mr Richard Mwendandu the Director MEAs with members 

from key ministries, departments, Agencies and CSOs namely: Agriculture, Livestock, 

NEMA, NACOSTI, Foreign Affairs, SUSWATCH, Forests, DRSRS, NETFUND, Kenya 

Water Towers Authority (KWTA), etc. A number of meetings were held to come up with 

the Country Position Paper which the head of delegation would present during the 

COP12. NEMA participated in these meetings through Mr Inganga and Mr Mukanga. 

The meetings also prepared the briefs for the High Segment meetings (also referred to 

as Round-tables to be attended by the Cabinet Secretary as the Head of Delegation or 

her appointee. The Cabinet Secretary did not travel so the head of delegation was Mr 

Richard Mwendandu.  

The African Preparatory meeting was held in Pretoria, South Africa in October 2015 

where recommendations to guide the negotiations and discussions for the African team 

was agreed upon. Mr Inganga missed to travel to South Africa because of logistical 

issues. 
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THE KENYA DELEGATION AND PARTICIPATION 

The Kenya delegation was as follows (although some CSOs representatives and side 

events organizers from Kenya were not on the official list): 

 Richard Mwendandu (Director MEAS) – Head of delegation 

 Mutie Nzau 

 Humphrey Rutto 

 Silas Mulehi 

 Julius Mwangi 

 Dr Warugute 

 B. Manyonge  

 Andrew Machora 

 E. Osoro 

 Dan Marangu Kithinji 

 Gibson Kiragu;  

 Francis Inganga (Science and Technology Correspondent) 

 Frank Msafiri (CSO) 

 George Orina 

 Dr Kennedy K. Ondimu 

 Dr Jane Wamuongo  

 Geoffrey Nyamasege 

Mr Inganga, Dr Wamuongo and Julius Mwangi attended and participated in the 

Committee on Science and Technology (CST -12) meetings and many side events one 

of which Mr Inganga was a panelist They also joined the others to participate in the 

Africa Group meetings almost on daily basis to contribute to the African region position 

on most of the issues to be negotiated. Mr Mwendandu, Dr Ondimu, Dr Warugute and 

Dan Kithinji among others participated in the Committee for the Review of the 

Implementation of the Convention (CRIC-14). During the side event in which Mr 

Inganga was a panelist he presented a paper entitled: “Drought Risk Management 

Policies for Sustainable Development: The Kenyan situation” emphasizing the 

vulnerability of communities in the drylands. Dr Swasuri the Chair of the National Land 

Commission (NLC) also attended the COP. Three Members of Parliament led by the 

Deputy Speaker Laboso attended the Parliamentary sessions. Mr Kilonzo Kiema the 

Ambassador of Kenya to Turkey was also present and assisted the delegates greatly. 

It was agreed that the Kenya delegation members should strive to attend all sessions, 

side events and most important the Contact Groups meetings and Round Table 

Meetings. Therefore it was agreed during the preparatory meetings that the delegation 

was hold meetings while in Ankara to strategize on full participation.  

mailto:bbmanyonge@yahoo.com


5 
 

 
Plate 2: Some of Kenyan delegates consulting during the COP12 (Photo courtesy of Francis 

Inganga) 

 

Plate 3: Kenya delegation at courtesy call to the Ambassador of Kenya to Turkey 

(Courtesy of Inganga Francis) 



6 
 

THE KENYA POSITION PAPER 

The Conference of Parties will have before it the provisional agenda (see document 

ICCD/COP(12)/ to consider for adoption.  Kenya will focus on the following key 

agenda items during COP12. 

Item 2: Post-2015 development agenda: implications for the United Nations Convention 

to Combat Desertification:  

(a) Report of the Intergovernmental Working Group on Land Degradation Neutrality;  

(b) Integration of the sustainable development goals and targets into the 

implementation of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification;  

(c) Implications of the post-2015 development agenda and sustainable development 

goals for the delivery of science and policy efforts of the United Nations Convention to 

Combat Desertification, including the review of the report of the Committee on Science 

and Technology and its recommendations to the Conference of the Parties;  

(d) Implementation of the comprehensive communication strategy and the United 

Nations Decade for Deserts and the Fight against Desertification (2010–2020). 

 Item 3: Effective implementation of the Convention at national, subregional and 

regional level:  

(a) Trends in the implementation of the United Nations Convention to Combat 

Desertification, including the review of the report of the Committee for the Review of 

the Implementation of the Convention and its recommendations to the Conference of 

the Parties;  

(b) Leveraging of synergies among the Rio conventions, including land-based 

adaptation to climate change and related advice from the Science-Policy Interface;  

(c) Securing of additional investments: relations with financial mechanisms:  

(i) Global Mechanism, including its vision and future direction;  

(ii) Collaboration with the Global Environment Facility. 

Item 4: Special segment: Boosting stakeholder engagement in the implementation of 

the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification:  

(a) Parallel ministerial/high-level round tables:  

(i) Round table 1: From global to local: translating land degradation neutrality into 

action;  
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(ii) Round table 2: Drought adaptation: mainstreaming drought management policy in 

national agendas and mitigating the effects of drought;  

(iii) Round table 3: Land-based adaptation to climate change: resilience through 

sustainable land management;  

(b) Land rights (a dialogue with civil society);  

(c) Framing of legislation to protect and rehabilitate land (a dialogue with 

parliamentarians);  

(d) Incentives for investment in sustainable land management (a dialogue with the 

private sector). Committee on Science and Technology 

Item 9: Programme and budget: 

 (a) Programme and budget for the biennium 2016–2017 

(b) Financial performance for the Convention trust funds, including an update on the 

arrangements for the Global Mechanism 

(c) Evaluation reports 

Item 10: Procedural matters:  

(a) Maintenance of the roster of experts and the creation, as necessary, of ad hoc 

panels of experts;  

(b) Revised procedures for the accreditation of civil society organizations and 

representatives from the private sector to the Conference of the Parties and their 

participation in meetings and processes of the United Nations Convention to Combat 

Desertification;  

(c) Rule 47 of the rules of procedure;  

(d) Procedures and institutional mechanisms for the resolution of questions on 

implementation;  

(e) Annexes containing arbitration and conciliation procedures;  

(f) Request submitted by Annex V country Parties regarding the mandate and scope of 

the Convention;  

(g) Programme of work for the thirteenth session of the Conference of the Parties 

By considering these items, the objectives are to promote exchange of views among 

African representatives, to encourage active participation to negotiations, to give 

guidance on some issues and to seek decisions, which effectively advance 
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implementation of the Convention in all affected country Parties, particularly in 

affected African Country Parties. 

1 Post-2015 development agenda: implications for the United Nations Convention 

to Combat Desertification 

Under item 2 of the provision agenda the following issues are before the 12th Session of 

the Conference of Parties (COP 7) 

(a)  Report of the Intergovernmental Working Group on Land Degradation 

Neutrality  (ICCD/COP(12)/4)  

 

GOAL 15 of SDGS states as follows:  

Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably 

manage forest, combat desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and halt 

biodiversity loss.  

15.1 By 2020, ensure the conservation, restoration and sustainable use of terrestrial 

and inland freshwater ecosystems and their services, in particular forests, wetlands, 

mountains and dry lands, in line with obligations under international agreements.  

Indicator: Annual change in forest area and land under cultivation 

15.2 By 2020, promote the implementation of sustainable management of all types of 

forests, halt deforestation, and restore degraded forests and increase afforestation and 

reforestation by [x] per cent globally Indicators: Area of forest under sustainable forest 

management as a percent of forest area Annual change in degraded or desertified 

arable land (% or ha) Improved tenure security and governance of forests. 

15.3 By 2030, combat desertification, restore degraded land and soil, including land a-

ffected by desertification, drought and floods, and strive to achieve a land-

degradation-neutral world 

Indicator: Annual change in degraded or desertified arable land (% or ha) 

15.a Mobilize and significantly increase financial resources from all sources to 

conserve and sustainably use biodiversity and ecosystems Indicators: Official 

development assistance and net private grants as percent of GNI Domestic revenues 

allocated to sustainable development as percent of GNI, by sector Private net flows for 

sustainable development at market rates as share of high-income country GNI, by 

sector 
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15.b  Mobilize significant resources from all sources and at all levels to finance 

sustainable forest management and provide adequate incentives to developing 

countries to advance such management, including for conservation and reforestation. 

Indicator: Official development assistance and net private grants as percent of GNI 

Domestic revenues allocated to sustainable development as percent of GNI, by sector.  

Kenya Position: Kenya welcomes the General Assembly’s adoption of the post-2015 

development agenda, including the SDGs and targets, in particular target 15.3 and 

recognizes that achieving national LDN targets would significantly contribute to all 

three dimensions of sustainable development via the rehabilitation, conservation and 

sustainable management of land resources. The country calls for the Integration of the 

Sustainable Development Goals and targets into the implementation of the United 

Nations Convention to Combat Desertification. 

Kenya will undertake to formulate LDN voluntary targets taking into consideration the 

lesson learnt from the pilot carried by some country parties on setting national targets 

on LDN. The country will also explore and validate the use of the proposed global 

targets on LDN and see if they can be used in our local circumstances for LDN target 

setting. The country proposes the need to integrate the LDN targets with the NAPs 

and/or their national sustainable development plans and priorities and that the 

realignment of the NAPs with the SDGs especially the LDN target be extended from 

2016 to 2030 to be in tandem with SDGs implementation framework. There will also be 

is the need to integrate the post-2015 sustainable development targets into the 

convention. This will necessitate the review of UNCCD implementation strategy to 

accommodate the SDGs. The country urges for enhanced financial assistance from 

partners to enable it prioritize the setting of national LDN targets within  the  context  of  

sustainable  development  and  creating  an  enabling  environment  for  their  

implementation  and  monitoring.  

The country requests the support from Executive Secretary, GM and subsidiary bodies 

in development of guidelines for formulating national LDN targets, for integration of 

national LDN targets with the NAPs and alignment of NAPs with national sustainable 

development plans.  

Formulation, revision and implementation of action programmes in view of the 

post-2015 sustainable development framework 

COP12 should request the UNCCD and The Global Environment Facility (GEF) 

secretariats to secure technical and financial support to affected countriesf or 

implementation of the United Nations sustainable development goals (SDGs).  

COP12 is encouraged to endorse  the  use  of  a  set  of  three  land-based  progress  

indicators  for  reporting  by  the  Rio  conventions  which  is  fully  coherent  with  the  
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progress  indicators/metrics adopted by decision  22/COP.11  and with the proposal  

made by the  secretariat for a global indicator on  trends in land degradation to 

monitor the target on LDN within the Sustainable Development Goals indicator 

framework, namely: 

(i)  Trends in land cover; 

(ii)  Trends in land productivity or functioning of the land; 

(iii)  Trends  in  carbon  stock  above  and  below  ground  (to  be  measured  in terms 

of soil organic carbon stocks); 

Kenya Position: Kenya acknowledges that Land Degradation Neutrality  can be 

achieved by the prevention or mitigation of land degradation, the adoption  of  

sustainable  land  management  policies  and  practices,  and  the  recovery  of  

degraded land. 

The implementation and monitoring of an LDN target by the Parties should be country-

driven and in the spirit of the SDGs. 

The 10-year strategic plan and framework to enhance the implementation of the 

Convention (2008 –2018) (The Strategy) has only two years remaining and that it is 

consistent with the objectives of LDN, however, some Parties at CRIC recommended that: 

(a)   The Strategy be revised and extended to cover the period 2016–2030 in line with the 

SDGs;  

Parties  may  wish  to  consider  endorsing  the  definition  of  LDN  as proposed by the 

IWG with the aim of furthering the UNCCD’s custodianship of the LDN target and 

increasing synergies with the post-2015 development agenda and the other Rio 

conventions. 

Implementation of the comprehensive communication strategy and the United 

Nations Decade for Deserts and the Fight against Desertification (2010–2020) 

Media activities on DLDD in affected countries need to be continued within the context 

of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and climate agreements. The mainstream 

and social media should be engaged.  

Social and printed materials should be used to reach substantial number of the critical 

and potential end-users, particularly in developing countries for awareness-raising 

purposes. 

In view of the post-2015 development agenda, there is a need to develop a compelling 

communications narrative for action and to structure communications around key 

strategic themes, while complying with decision 4/COP.11 about focusing on the 
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Convention’s mandate and The Strategy’s mission and objectives. A thematic approach 

could be taken in terms of engagement in WDCD themes and related advocacy events. 

Programmes such as Drylands Ambassadors and Land for Life could be linked to this 

thematic approach.  

Parties should consider promoting the importance of land in achieving the new SDGs 

through awareness-raising events and other relevant activities.  

Regional Implementation– Africa: Mechanisms to assist the Conference of the 

Parties in regularly reviewing the implementation of the Convention 

Affected country Parties be requested to report on the implementation of national 

action programmes and the achievement of voluntary targets of land degradation 

neutrality, or any other global target relevant to the Convention that the General 

Assembly adopts within the Sustainable Development Goals. The outcomes of the 

Sustainable Development Goals will aid in guiding reporting. 

The UNCCD secretariat is encouraged to fast-track the development of a global 

indicator for land degradation based on the UNCCD’s progress indicators, with a view 

to developing common indicators for the Rio conventions as well as the SDGs.  

The Parties are called upon to monitor progress towards a sustainable development 

goal on land degradation and associated targets.  

The adoption of SDGs on DLDD (Desertification, Land Degradation and Drought) and a 

target on LDN by the General Assembly, will present opportunities for countries to 

benefit from increased awareness and investments in sustainable land management 

and restoration from both private and public sources.  

Incorporate LDN recommended options into national sustainable development 

strategies and other relevant plans and programmes to ensure multi-sectoral 

cooperation, including synergies with biodiversity conservation and climate change 

adaptation [and mitigation], and the adequate flow of financial resources.  

The Green Climate Fund could also be an opportunity for financing climate change 

adaptation actions, inter alia, those related to food security and SLM which can be 

strategically linked to LDN implementation plans. The financial mechanism to be 

implemented for the post-2015 development agenda and SDGs also could support 

activities for LDN.  

Countries are encouraged to which have carried out the national capacity self-

assessment (NCSA) in order to implement the resulting action plans to develop the 

necessary capacity at the individual, institutional and systemic levels to tackle 

desertification/land degradation and drought issues at the national and local levels. 
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Implementation of the comprehensive communication strategy and the United 

Nations Decade for Deserts and the Fight against Desertification (2010–2020) 

(ICCD/COP(12)/2) 

 

2. Effective implementation of the Convention at national, sub regional and 

regional level  

   

a) Trends in the implementation of the United Nations Convention to Combat 

Desertification, including the review of the report of the Committee for the 

Review of the Implementation of the Convention and its recommendations 

to the Conference of the Parties (ICCD/COP(12)/12)  

1. Strengthening the institutional framework  

There is need to enhance the support of RCUs to assist in the implementation of the 

convention at sub-regional and regional levels. The RCU for Africa should 

strengthened and be relocated from Bonn and be hosted in the continent to increase its 

efficiency. 

2. Regional Committees 

Kenya supports the formation of regional committees to assist in the implementation of 

the convention 

3. Facilitating regional implementation 

The implementation of the IGAD SRAP was developed in 2008 and has not been aligned 

to the ten year UNCCD strategy due to institutional coordination challenges. There is 

need allocate financial resources by the secretariat to able to facilitate IGAD the 

conference of parties to enable them follow up on decisions of the COP and alignment 

of SRAP to ten year strategy and reporting. 

Kenya is happy to note that IGAD is implementing the biodiversity management 

programme through ICRAFT. This addresses biodiversity, land degradation and 

capacity building. In Kenya the project is being implemented in Lamu county 

(management project). 

ICPAC through IGAD is supporting capacity building on efforts of monitoring climate 

change and early warning system to offer adaption to drought, land degradation and 

climate change. 

b) Leveraging of synergies among the Rio conventions, including land-based 

adaptation to climate change and related advice from the Science-Policy 

Interface (ICCD/COP(12)17 
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c) Securing of additional investments: relations with financial mechanisms 

(i) Global Mechanism, including its vision and future direction; 

(ICCD/COP(12)6, ICCD/CRIC(14)2, ICCD/COP(12)INF.5)  

See CRIC report 

(ii) Collaboration with the Global Environment Facility (ICCD/CRIC(14)/5, 

ICCD/COP(12)18) 

See CRIC report 

3. Special segment: Boosting stakeholder engagement in the implementation 

of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification 

(ICCD/COP(12)/INF.2)  

4. Programme and budget 

a) Programme and budget for the biennium 2016–2017 (ICCD/COP(12)/5, 

ICCD/COP(12)INF.4, ICCD/COP(12)/6-ICCD/CRIC(14)/2 ) 

 

1. Financial position of the UNCCD: 

The mandate of the Convention is implemented through resources availed through: 

(a)Assessed Contributions to finance core activities- payable by all parties, based 

on the UN scale of assessment for the Regular Budget; and, (b) Voluntary 

contributions  by parties and other donors to support the programme and other 

mandates approved by  COP of the convention. 

i. All parties should pay their assessed contributions in full, in time and without 

any conditionality. 

ii. Parties in arrears are to be encouraged to pay the outstanding arrear in full 

or to develop a plan to pay these within a period agreed to with the 

secretariat. Appropriate language to be included in the budget resolution, 

with no reference to sanctions of any kind. 

iii. Adequate funding should be approved within the budget to finance 

mandated activities and meetings. 

iv. The programme of work should robust and reflect the high aspirations of the 

parties – not cut to fit in with the projected resources. 

v. Voluntary contributions are important and should be encouraged. 

vi. The COP needs to take into account the requirements of the new accounting 

system- the International Public Sector Accounting Standards (IPSAS), 

however, the complete writing off of outstanding arrears should be avoided.  

 

2. Proposed Changes to the post-structure of the secretariat: 

i. The organizational structure and posts are approved by the CoP, with very 

limited discretionary authority to the Executive Secretary to vary the same. 

ii. Posts should be at the level consistent with the ToRs and level of seniority 

approved by the COP. 
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3. Budget-Level: The 2016-2017 budget proposal has been prepared based on 

paragraph 22 of decision 10/COP.11 and in line with decision 1/COP.11 based on 

two scenarios; a) Zero nominal growth; and, b) further recommended adjustments 

to the first scenario and their associated costs. 

i. The two scenarios are not acceptable, and only serve as a reference point, 

with the budget to be approved based on the provision of adequate resource 

sufficient for the effective implementation of the approved PoW and other 

mandates established by the COP 

ii. Budget level should correspond with the ambitious agenda set by the Parties. 

 

4. Participation of representatives of eligible parties in the sessions of the 

UNCCD 

i. Adequate and predictable voluntary funding should be sourced to facilitate 

the participation of eligible parties (Developing and LDCs), in the sessions of 

the COP and its subsidiary. organs. 

 

5. Hosting of the COPs and meetings of Subsidiary organs 

i. The COP needs to pursue an effective framework to facilitate voluntary offers 

to host the COPs and meetings of the subsidiary organs. 

 

6. Leveraging of synergies of the three Rio Conventions (CBD, UNFCCC and 

UNCCD)  

i. Synergies between the three Rio conventions should be pursued while 

respecting the distinct mandate and the responsibilities of the parties to each 

convention. 

7. Organizational matters 

Kenya will coordinate with all the other African parties in the nomination of candidates 

for various elective posts within the bureau of the convention and its subsidiary organs. 

Kenya to coordinate with other African parties with a view to volunteering to host a 

future COP or meeting of the Subsidiary organs of the UNCCD 
 

b) Financial performance for the Convention trust funds, including an update 

on the arrangements for the Global Mechanism 

c) Evaluation reports 

 

Item 10: Procedural matters:  

(a) Maintenance of the roster of experts and the creation, as necessary, of ad hoc 

panels of experts;  



15 
 

(b) Revised procedures for the accreditation of civil society organizations and 

representatives from the private sector to the Conference of the Parties and their 

participation in meetings and processes of the United Nations Convention to Combat 

Desertification;  

(c) Rule 47 of the rules of procedure;  

(d) Procedures and institutional mechanisms for the resolution of questions on 

implementation;  

(e) Annexes containing arbitration and conciliation procedures;  

(f) Request submitted by Annex V country Parties regarding the mandate and scope of 

the Convention;  

(g) Programme of work for the thirteenth session of the Conference of the Parties 

Consideration of rule 47 of the rules of procedure 

Kenya notes with concern the failure by parties to reach an agreement on the 

amendments to Rule 47 of the rules of procedure and hopes that an agreement can be 

reached on this matter as quickly as possible. 

Regarding the proposed amendment by the European Union, Kenya does not have any 

objection to supporting the proposal except that Kenya would wish to replace matters 

of substance with (all matters) for the simple reason that any matter upon which 

member parties cannot reach a consensus must be deemed to be an important matter 

for purposes of decision making within the context of the present convention. 

a) Procedures and institutional mechanisms for the resolution of questions on 

implementation 

b) Request submitted by Annex V country Parties regarding the mandate and 

scope of the Convention 

The successful twelfth session of the COP will depend on our strategy and tactics as 

negotiators.  We have to put on place good teams for negotiations on identified issues 

of importance for our Group.  As a general approach, we should keep the momentum 

at the COP level and be open to new positive ideas and proposals for our partners. 

Finally, Kenya was guided in its position by the result of the Africa regional meeting 

held in Pretoria in preparation for the COP12. Noting that, the African Group, together 

with G77 and China, will continue to work towards strengthening the implementation of 

the Convention in close cooperation with other Parties as well as in partnership with 

NGOs and other components of the civil society. 

COP12 REPORT 
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UNCCD COP 12 opened on Monday the 12th 2015, in Ankara, Turkey. The high-level 

segment was to take place on Tuesday, the 20th and Wednesday the 21st of October 

2015. During the high level segment, the Ministers and other head of states held round-

table discussions to identify possible solutions to water scarcity, land degradation and 

desertification while upholding efforts to mitigate the effects of drought and preventing 

further degradation. It was also noted that through policy implementation, achieving a 

land degradation neutral (LDN) world is within reach. The round tables had the 

themes: “the climate change”, “the relationship of the desertification with the water 

and drought’ and lastly “land degradation neutrality”. 

 

On the 12th, during the opening ceremony, Prof Veysel Eroglu, Minister of Forestry and 

Water Affairs, Turkey as the COP12 President took over after endorsement from 

Pohamba Shifeta, Minister of Environment and Tourism,  Namibia, the President of  

COP 11. In his speech Prof Veysel stressed that Climate Change, desertification and 

drought are among the foremost global challenges today directly affection over 

1.5billion people. He challenged everybody to plant one tree seedlings towards 

addressing these problems.  

Welcoming participants, UNCCD Executive Secretary Monique Barbut after leading the 

delegates in a minute of silence for the victims of terrorist bombing in Ankara on 

Saturday the 10th of October, she said that the convention is an “organization in motion” 

and noted the increased recognition of land issues at the global level, highlighting the 

inclusion of the LDN target in the SDGs and acknowledgement of the role of land in 

climate change negotiations. She reiterated that achieving a LDNW is key to achieving 

progress on other issues, including the water-energy-food nexus and eradication of 

extreme poverty. She expressed hope for guidance to enhance the scientific base of 

the Convention, a target-setting approach, and monitoring action programmes at all 

levels. 

 

After the round-table meetings, the General Assembly Ministerial Session agreed that 

the decisions of the COP will be presented to the Climate Change Summit that will be 

held in Paris in December 2015, by the Cop12 president. 
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Plate 4: L-R: Anja Thust, UNCCD Secretariat; Richard Mwendandu, Vice-Chair of the CRIC 

(Kenya); Jullyette Ukabiala, Secretary of the CRIC (Courtesy of UNCCD website) 

DECISIONS OF THE COP 

SUMMARY 

The twelfth session of the Conference of the Parties to the UN Convention to Combat 

desertification (UNCCD COP 12) convened in Ankara, Turkey, from 12-23 October 2015.  

Approximately 6,000 participants gathered for the two-week meeting, which adopted 35 

decisions following deliberations on agenda items related to desertification, land degradation 

and drought (DLDD), including how to pursue the target to achieve land degradation neutrality 

(LDN) and how to align the UNCCD’s goals and parties’ action programmes with the recently 

adopted Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Parties also considered messages for the Paris 

Climate Change Conference, which will take place from 30th November to11th December 2015.  

 

POST-2015 DEVELOPMENT AGENDA: IMPLICATIONS FOR THE UNCCD. Report 

of the Intergovernmental Working Group on Land Degradation Neutrality and 

Integration of the Sustainable Development Goals and targets into the implementation of 

the UNCCD:  

 

Final Decision: In the decision (ICCD/COP(12)/L.4), the COP, inter alia: welcomes the 

adoption by the UNGA of the outcome document “Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda  
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for Sustainable Development” including the SDGs and target 15.3 on combat desertification, 

restore degraded lands and soils, including land affected by desertification, drought and floods,  

and strive to achieve a land degradation neutral world.  
 

Intergovernmental Working Group on the Future Strategic Framework of the 

Convention:  
 

Final Decision: In this decision (ICCD/COP(12)/L.22), the COP, inter alia: decides to establish 

an Intergovernmental Working Group on the future strategic framework of the Convention 

(IWG-FSF) within the scope and mandate of the Convention to: assess the Strategy, including 

the effectiveness of its implementation and the relevance of progress indicators for the future 

period; consider options for the possible future strategic approach for the Convention, including 

whether the current Strategy should be extended or revised, or whether a new strategy should be 

adopted; and propose an approach the Convention should adopt for its future strategic direction 

and elements to be included therein. 

 

The COP also decides that the IWG-FSF will take into consideration the Convention text and 

the Strategy, the mid-term review of the Strategy, the role of a multi-year strategy, relevant 

aspects of SDG 15 and SDG target 15.3, relevant COP decisions, and the limitation of parties’ 

ability to increase financial resources provided to the Convention. The COP requests the 

Secretariat to prepare a preliminary scoping paper for the first meeting of the IWG-FSF to 

inform its work, and decides that the IWG-FSF will consist of a maximum of five 

representatives from each region, three of which will be funded by resources from the 

Programme and Budget for 2016-2017 and the remaining representatives to be funded from 

voluntary resources. The COP requests the IWG-FSF to present its initial findings for comment 

to CRIC 15 and its proposals to parties for consideration at COP 13 

Implementation of the Comprehensive Communication Strategy and the United Nations 

Decade for Deserts and the Fight against Desertification (2010–2020) (UNDDD): 
 

Final Decision: In this decision (ICCD/COP(12)/L.18), the COP, inter alia: encourages parties, 

CSOs and other stakeholders to promote the importance of combating desertification and land  

degradation and mitigating the effects of drought to achieving the SDGs, through awareness-

raising events and activities including World Day to Combat Desertification, UNDDD and the 

Land for Life Programme. Parties are encouraged to identify opportunities such as the National 

Dryland Champions programme where the best SLM practices at the grassroots level are 

recognized in order to share them beyond the national level, and they are invited to support the 

training of national and community-level journalists to report on DLDD issues in an informed 

manner. 

The Secretariat is requested to: structure communications around key strategic themes; identify 

stories and testimonies from SLM projects for dissemination through the Land for Life 

Programme in order to build awareness for addressing DLDD; and continue coordinating the 
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implementation of the comprehensive communication strategy and the UNGA-mandated 

resolution on UNDDD. Parties are invited to strengthen the Secretariat’s capacity to use social 

media and web-based communications, and, where relevant, traditional media to strengthen 

advocacy and outreach to affected communities for implementation of SLM, LDN and 

addressing DLDD 

Leveraging of synergies among the Rio Conventions, including land-based adaptation to 

climate change and related advice from the Science-Policy Interface:  

 

Final Decision: In this decision (ICCD/COP(12)/L.1), the COP, inter alia: welcomes initiatives 

undertaken by the Rio Convention Secretariats and the GEF to develop common indicators; 

proposes the use of the three land-based progress indicators (on trends in land cover, land 

productivity and carbon stocks above and below ground) for reporting under the Rio 

Conventions; requests the Secretariat to continue working with the Inter-Agency and Expert 

Group on SDG Indicators (IAEG-SDGs) to define indicators for SDG target 15.3; requests the 

Secretariat and the GM to continue to fulfill their respective roles in strengthening partnerships 

to further enhance the implementation of the Convention; and further requests the Secretariat to 

continue improving partnerships fostering capacity development in drought preparedness, early 

warning, risk and vulnerability assessment and mitigation, and participate within the scope of 

the Convention in partnerships fostering capacity development to respond to dust storms and 

floods 

Securing of additional investments: Relations with financial mechanisms: (i) Global 

Mechanism, including its vision and future direction; (ii) Collaboration with the GEF:  
 

Final Decision: In the decision (ICCD/COP(12)/L.19), the COP, inter alia: invites the 

Secretariat to continue working with the GEF to revise the MoU in light of the text of the 

Convention including its objectives as well as decisions ICCD/COP(12)L.1, L.2 and L.4; and 

requests the Secretariat to report on progress to the COP Bureau and through the Bureau consult 

with parties on the draft MoU and to submit the draft MoU to COP 13. 

 

PROGRAMME AND BUDGET: 

Final Decision: In the final decision (ICCD/COP(12)/L.23), the COP, inter alia: 

 Approves the programme budget for the biennium 2016-2017 in the amount of 

€16,188,082; 

 Approves the staffing table for the programme budget, subject to the reclassification 

approval by the Office of Human Resources Management of the post of Deputy 

Executive Secretary from D-1 to D-2; 

 Authorizes the Executive Secretary to draw on available cash resources from the core 

budget to increase the Working Capital Reserve to 10% for the biennium 2016-2017; 

 Also authorizes the Executive Secretary to establish lower-level positions in addition to 

the approved staffing table within a budget for staff costs not to exceed €10,581,075; 
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 Approves a contingency budget amounting to €2,073,550 for conference servicing; 

 Recognizes that holding of UNCCD meetings across all five regions facilitates exchange 

of relevant experiences among parties, encourages parties to volunteer to host these 

meetings, and, in this regard, requests the Executive Secretary, where possible, to 

encourage rotation of the meetings among the regions, while mindful of the fact that 

hosting remains voluntary; 

 Further decides that in instances where the CRIC and the CST are to hold intersessional 

meetings, such meetings should preferably be held back to back; 

 Decides to allocate adequate resources for funding the preparatory regional coordination 

meetings back-to-back to COP 13; 

 Further requests the Executive Secretary to prepare a results-based budget and work 

programmes for the biennium 2018-2019, presenting budget scenarios and work 

programmes in  

 Both a zero nominal growth scenario and a scenario based on further recommended 

adjustments to the first scenario and their associated costs; 

 Authorizes the Executive Secretary, on an exceptional one-time basis, to use up to and 

not exceeding €300,000 to facilitate the consideration of the post-2018 strategic 

priorities for the Convention by parties, through the work of IWG-FSF and within the 

context of CRIC 15; 

 Authorizes the Executive Secretary, on a one-time exceptional basis, to use an amount 

not exceeding €120,000 from the reserves of the Trust Fund for the Core Budget for the 

purpose of the budget of the SPI; 

 Requests the Executive Secretary to engage parties with outstanding contributions with a 

view to the parties entering into a voluntary plan to pay the outstanding contributions; 

and 

 Takes note of the proposed 22016-2017 workplan for the UNCCD Evaluation Office 

 

PROCEDURAL MATTERS: Revised procedures for the accreditation of CSOs and 

representatives from the private sector to the COP and their participation in meetings 

and processes of the Convention: 

 

Final Decisions: In the final decision on CSO participation (ICCD/COP(12)L.20), the 

COP, recognizing the work of the CSO Panel in facilitating CSO involvement,  

inter alia: 

 Encourages parties that have no or few csos accredited to the COP to promote and 

support the involvement of CSOs in the UNCCD process at the international level to 

ensure more CSO participation from all regions in cops and sessions of the subsidiary 

bodies; 

 Requests the Secretariat and the CSO Panel to make proposals to the COP Bureau on 

ways to support the Panel and expand its membership; 
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 Invites parties and other stakeholders to consider contributing substantially and promptly 

to the Convention’s Supplementary Fund and Special Fund to ensure wider participation 

of CSOs and support the work of the Panel; and 

 Encourages CSOs to increase the synergies and interlinkages among the CSO 

communities and networks dedicated to the Rio Conventions. 

In the final decision on the business engagement strategy and participation an 

involvement of the private sector (ICCD/COP(12)L.21), the COP, inter alia: 

 Takes note of the UNCCD business engagement strategy and requests the Secretariat 

and the GM to continue to implement it when engaging in partnership with the private 

sector; and 

 Also requests the Secretariat to submit future amendments of the business engagement 

strategy to COP 13 for its consideration and approval 

 

RULE 47 OF THE RULES OF PROCEDURE; PROCEDURES AND INSTITUTIONAL 

MECHANISMS FOR THE RESOLUTION OF QUESTIONS ON IMPLEMENTATION; 

AND ANNEXES CONTAINING ARBITRATION AND CONCILIATION 

PROCEDURES:  
 

Final Decision: In the final decision (ICCD/COP(12)L.16), the COP, inter alia: 

 Decides to postpone consideration of rule 47 of the Rules of Procedure to a future 

meeting of the COP; 

 Also decides to postpone consideration of the provisions of Article 27 of the Convention 

to a future session of the COP; and 

 Further decides to postpone consideration of Article 28, paragraph 2(a) and paragraph 6 

of the Convention to a future session of the COP 

 

REQUEST SUBMITTED BY ANNEX V COUNTRY PARTIES REGARDING THE 

MANDATE AND SCOPE OF THE CONVENTION: 

Final Decision: In the final decision (ICCD/COP(12)/L.2), noting the significant proportion of 

land degradation occurs beyond arid, semi-arid and dry and sub-humid areas, the COP, inter 

alia: 

 Recognizes that parties may use the UNCCD to guide their olicies to DLDD and 

voluntary targets when striving to achieve LDN at national and subnational levels; and 

 Invites the Secretariat, relevant Convention bodies, and bilateral and multilateral parties 

to provide assistance to parties in that regard. 

 

PROGRAMME OF WORK FOR COP 13: 

Final Decision: In the decision on the date and venue of COP 13 (ICCD/COP(12)/L.14), the 

COP, inter alia: 

 Decides that COP 13 shall be held in Bonn, Germany, the site of the Convention 

Secretariat, in autumn 2017, or at another venue arranged by the Secretariat in 
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consultation with the COP Bureau in the event that no party makes an offer to host the 

session and meet the additional costs; and 

 Invites the Executive Secretary to accommodate any offer from a party to host COP 13. 

 In the decision on the COP 13 programme of work (ICCD/COP(12)/L.15), the COP,  

Inter alia: 

 Decides to include the following items in the agenda of COP 13 and, if necessary, of 

COP 14: 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development; implications for the UNCCD; 

effective implementation of the Convention at the national, subregional and regional 

levels; linking scientific knowledge with decision making; and a review of the report of 

the CST and its recommendations to the COP; and 

 Decides to include interactive dialogue sessions with relevant stakeholders, including 

ministries, CSOs, the business and the scientific community, and members of parliament 

on relevant agenda items.  

 

EFFECTIVE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CONVENTION AT THE NATIONAL, 

SUBREGIONAL AND REGIONAL LEVELS: Trends in Implementation of the 

Convention, including Review of CRIC 13 Report: Assessment of the implementation of 

the Convention against the operational objectives of the Strategy:  

 

Final Decision: With regard to operational objective 1 on advocacy, awareness raising and 

ducation, the decision (ICCD/CRIC(14)/L.3), inter alia: encourages parties that have not met 

their national targets to step up their communication and education efforts, including through 

the mobilization of resources for the capacity building of social communicators; encourages 

affected country parties to continue monitoring the implementation of their NAPs with regard to 

policy measures and actions relating to this objective; and encourages the South-South and 

South-North and triangular cooperation to enhance countries’ efforts.  

 

With regard to operational objective 3 on science, technology and knowledge, the decision,  

inter alia: invites affected country parties to increase their efforts to develop, implement and 

maintain effective monitoring systems; requests the Secretariat and Regional Coordination 

Mechanisms, subject to the availability of resources, to undertake an analysis of national,  

subregional, regional and global monitoring systems with a view to making this information 

available to national planners and development partners; invites parties to share their 

experiences in designing and implementing their national monitoring systems; and invites 

parties and the Convention’s institutions to enhance efforts aimed at developing knowledge-

sharing systems including traditional knowledge on DLDD issues. With regard to operational 

objective 4 on capacity building, the decision: invites parties and international organizations, 

including those in the UN system and the GEF, to review their capacity-building plans with a 

view to increasing capacities on matters relating to DLDD in a more coordinated manner, and 

to enhance the effective use of resources while taking into account the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development; and requests the Convention’s institutions to make available 
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information on affected country parties that, according to the 2014 reporting, need further 

capacity-building assistance, with a view to the requests being considered by bilateral donors 

and multilateral agencies 

 

Assessment of Financial Flows for the Implementation of the Convention:  

 

Final Decision: In this decision (ICCD/CRIC/(14)/L.6), the COP decides to, inter alia:  

 urge affected country parties to increase their efforts in establishing, maintaining and 

improving the efficiency of their iifs with a view to mobilize resources for restoring 

degraded lands and implementing SLM and other Convention objectives, including 

through engaging with development partners; 

 Encourage parties eligible for the Green Climate Fund and other climate funds to 

develop project proposals that harness national-level synergies between addressing 

DLDD and climate change mitigation and adaptation; 

 Invite developed country parties and multilateral institutions to increase the adequacy, 

timeliness and predictability of resources provided to affected parties and relevant 

organizations responsible for the implementation of national, subregional and regional 

action programmes;  

 Invite affected country parties to step up their efforts in submitting project proposals to 

multilateral financial institutions and to take advantage of the support provided for this 

purposes, including under the GEF and its System for Transparent Allocation of 

Resources (STAR);  

 Invite parties and multilateral institutions, particularly the GEF, as appropriate, to 

support South-South, North-South and Triangular initiatives at national, subregional, 

regional and interregional levels to improve cooperation on technology; and 

 Urge developed country parties to increase their efforts to report on financial support as 

an obligation under the Convention 

 

Multi-year Workplans of the Convention Institutions and Subsidiary Bodies and 

Performance of the Convention Institutions and Subsidiary Bodies:  

 

Final Decision: In this decision (ICCD/CRIC/(14)/L.8), the COP, inter alia:  

 Approves the strategic orientation of the Secretariat, GM, CST and the CRIC as 

contained in the UNCCD results framework for 2016-2019; 

 Requests the CST, the CRIC, the GM and the Secretariat to use the UNCCD results 

framework for 2016-2019, organizing their work in a manner consistent with the 

provisions of the Convention and the decisions taken at COP 12 in line with guidance 

outlined in the Strategy; and 

 Requests the Secretariat and the GM to prepare a multi-year workplan for the 

Convention (2018-2021), using the results-based management approach to be considered 

at COP 13 
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Formulation, revision and implementation of action programmes in view of the post-2015 

development agenda: 

 

Final Decision: In this decision (ICCD/CRIC/(14)/L.2), recalling, among other issues, Articles 

6, 9, 10 and 11 of the Convention and decision 3/COP.8 pertaining to the Strategy, and 

recognizing that only 20% of parties have thus far aligned their NAPs with the Strategy, the 

COP, inter alia:  

 Invites affected parties to continue their efforts to formulate, revise, and align their 

action programmes with guidance from the COP so that the strategic and operational 

objectives set by  

 The Strategy could be achieved by 2018;•requests the UNCCD and GEF Secretariats to 

continue consultations on the arrangements for funding enabling activities for GEF-6, to 

secure technical and financial support for the next reporting exercise, including progress 

reporting and national target-setting to achieve LDN; 

 Requests parties at COP 13 to consider adding a first view of LDN voluntary targets and 

their implementation to the agenda of the intersessional CRIC/CST meeting prior to 

COP 14; and 

 Requests the Secretariat and the GM to enhance their technical and financial support to 

country parties to implement SDG target 15.3 through naps, including the LDN 

approach at the national level, engage with international organizations, funds, and other 

multilateral and bilateral donors to mobilize additional resources to implement SDG 

target 15.3 through the naps, including the LDN approach at the national level, and 

report to the next CRIC session on the implementation of this decision 

 

Securing of additional investments: Relations with financial mechanisms: Report by the 

GEF on its strategies, programmes and projects for financing the agreed incremental 

costs of activities concerning desertification:  

 

Final Decision: The decision (ICCD/CRIC(14)/L.1) takes note of the concerns regarding the 

allocation of resources across different focal areas, as considered in the GEF Report in ICCD/ 

CRIC(14)/5, and the conclusions and recommendations of CRIC 13. The decision, inter alia: 

welcomes continued support for the Convention’s implementation and the increase in resources 

for the land degradation focal area under GEF-6; invites GEF donors to consider providing 

increased support to address country priorities vis-à-vis the Convention’s implementation in 

light of SDG target 15.3; and encourages parties to engage in South-South cooperation under 

GEF-6. The decision also invites the GEF, among other issues: to continue support to the 

Convention’s implementation in light of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, in 

particular SDG target 15.3; to consider enhancing support to the GEF Small Grants Programme; 

and to consider technical and financial support for voluntary national LDN target-setting. 

 

THE UNCCD REPORTING AND REVIEW PROCESS IN VIEW OF THE POST-2015 

DEVELOPMENT AGENDA: Improving the procedures for communication of 

information as well as the quality and formats of reports to be submitted to the COP:  

 

Final Decision: The COP, in its decision on the refinement of the set of progress indicators 

relating to Strategic Objectives 1, 2 and 3 and assorted methodologies, and the adjustment of 
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reporting procedures, including financial support for reporting (ICCD/CRIC/(14)/L.7), inter 

alia:  

 Decides as a means to understand the status of land degradation and the potential for 

land restoration, that reporting is required for three progress indicators: trends in land 

cover, trends in land productivity or functioning of the land, and trends in carbon stocks 

above and below ground;  

 indicates that reporting depends on countries having sufficient national data to report, or 

validate national estimates derived from global data, and that reporting should be 

provided primarily from national data; 

 Requests the secretariat, in cooperation with relevant institutions to, inter alia: compile 

and make available to affected parties national estimates of metrics associated with these 

indicators; prepare methodological guidelines and provide technical assistance to 

affected parties on the compilation and use of such default data; and undertake measures 

to strengthen the capacities of affected parties to validate, replace or reject the default 

data; 

 Decides, considering national circumstances and the availability of methodological 

guidelines, capacity building and financing, that affected parties should provide timely 

 Feedback where possible on the default data and the proposed methodology to formulate 

national voluntary LDN targets using the monitoring and assessment indicators 

framework, and complete the reporting and target-setting exercise for review by the 

CRIC at its intersessional meeting that will take place after January 2018; 

 Requests the Secretariat to develop a user guide for practitioners and decision makers to 

operationalize the Strategy’s progress indicators with respect to national monitoring and 

reporting, to be submitted to COP 13; 

 Requests the CST Bureau, with support of the SPI, to explore options to further 

harmonize progress indicators across the Rio Conventions, contacting relevant experts 

associated with the other conventions to create synergies, simplify reporting and 

reducing the burden on parties, to be submitted to COP 13 for consideration; 

 Requests the GM and the Secretariat to: develop a data collection template on the 

financial indicator under Strategic Objective 4 and include it in the common reporting 

template along with the land cover/productivity indicators under Strategic Objectives 1, 

2 and 3; develop a methodology for data analysis to compare and monitor trends in land 

cover/productivity indicators and the financial indicator; provide technical assistance for 

the collection and presentation of financial data to the UNCCD according to the 

reporting template; 

 Requests the Secretariat, in consultation with the GM, to, inter alia, introduce 

improvements to the electronic template for compilation of financial data to allow for 

the disaggregation between internal and external funding sources and other data mining 

functionalities, and post the proposed adjustments to performance indicators and 

financial flows, as well as relative tools and guidelines, on the UNCCD website and 

PRAIS portal; and 

 Requests the Secretariat and the GM to clarify the definition of technology transfer and 

criteria for the identification of technologies to address DLDD. 

 

Additional procedures or institutional mechanisms to assist the COP in regularly 

reviewing the implementation of the Convention:  
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Final Decisions: In its decision on the programme of work for CRIC 15 ICCD/CRIC/(14)/L.4), 

recognizing, among other concerns, that regional meetings play an important role in reviewing 

progress and make a useful contribution to the implementation of the Convention and the 

Strategy, the COP, inter alia:  

 Decides that CRIC 15 should, in the form of a special intersessional session, review and 

discuss, inter alia: inputs from regional meetings to prepare for CRIC 15; LDN target-

setting exercises and pilot projects; initial findings from the Intergovernmental Working 

Group on the future strategic framework of the Convention and the aim of assisting its 

work; the Secretariat’s report on the overall reporting procedures and modalities for 

parties’ reporting, including, guidelines and reporting tools for progress and 

performance indicators; improvements to the procedures for communication of 

information, as well as the quality and formats of reports requests the Secretariat to, 

among other issues, facilitate an interactive discussion among parties wishing to discuss 

their results; and  

 Requests the Secretariat to circulate, in all UN languages, at least six weeks prior to 

CRIC 15, a provisional annotated agenda and appropriate documentation for that 

session.  

 In its decision on the date and venue of CRIC 15 (ICCD/CRIC/(14)/L.5), the COP, inter 

alia:  

 Decides, subject to resources available, that CRIC 15 should be held three to five days as 

soon as possible after July 2016, but before March 2017, at the most cost-effective 

venue in either Bonn or other UN conference facilities, if no party makes an offer to host 

the session and meet the additional costs;  

 Invites the Executive Secretary, in consultation with the COP Bureau, to accommodate 

any offer from a party to host CRIC 15; and 

 Requests the Executive Secretary to take the necessary measures to prepare for that 

session, including the conclusion of a legally binding agreement at the international level 

with a host country 

 
Options for improving the CST inputs to decision-making: 

 

Final Decision: In the decision (ICCD/COP(12)/CST/L.1/Rev.1), the COP, inter alia, calls for: 

the engagement of the SPI with the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) and 

other relevant bodies and initiatives; parties’ use of policies and strategies that support both 

LDN and climate change adaptation; and greater input from CSO networks to support 

knowledge sharing on DLDD and SLM, including through the SKBP. 

 

WORK PROGRAMME OF THE CST FOR THE NEXT BIENNIUM: Follow up on the 

post-2015 development agenda; Monitoring progress towards a sustainable development 

goal on land degradation and associated target; Monitoring the contribution of 

sustainable land use and management to climate change adaptation/mitigation and to the 

safeguarding of biodiversity and ecosystem services; and Options for improving the CST 

inputs to decision-making, including through synergies with other relevant scientific 

conferences 
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Final Decision: In its decision (ICCD/COP(12)/CST/L.2), the COP, inter alia, calls for: future 

scientific meetings on DLDD to be decoupled from official sessions of the CST; the SPI 

mandate, as contained in decision 23/COP.11, paragraph 3, to be extended to enable the SPI, 

under the leadership of the CST Bureau, to inter alia: provide the CST with clear and well-

defined thematic guidance on scientific knowledge requirements for implementing the 

UNCCD; identify the most optimal way to address these knowledge requirements; select 

experts known for their expertise in DLDD; and the CST, with the support of the SPI, to 

regularly monitor the short-, medium- and long-term impacts of the scientific work carried out 

for the UNCCD. 

 

LINKING SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE WITH DECISION-MAKING: Work 

programme of the SPI for the biennium 2016-2017:  

 

Final Decision: In its decision (ICCD/COP(12)/CST/L.4/Rev.1), the COP, inter alia, calls for 

the SPI to: continue its engagement with IPBES, especially on the Land Degradation and  

Restoration Assessment; encourage greater involvement from the roster of experts; and develop 

policy briefs, including policy-oriented options, on the topics covered in the work programme 

 

Scientific Knowledge Brokering Portal and promoting the analysis and dissemination of 

best practices:  

 

Final Decision: In its final decision (ICCD/COP(12)/CST/L3./Rev.1), the COP, inter alia, calls 

for: the further use and strengthening of the WOCAT reporting system; an enhanced “capacity-

building and awareness-raising” thematic topic by the Secretariat through the Capacity Building 

Marketplace; and continued development of the SKBP 

 

PROCEDURAL MATTERS: Roster of independent experts:  

Final Decision: In the decision (ICCD/COP(12)/CST/L.5), recalling Article 24, paragraph two 

of the Convention, the COP, inter alia, requests the Secretariat to facilitate the notification of 

experts from the roster of independent experts of the activities and opportunities to, among 

others: participate in scientific events, including technical expert meetings and international and 

regional conferences; and act as reviewers of science-based products elaborated under the SPI; 

participate in international expert panels and assessments on DLDD. The decision notes that 

experts shall express their views in their own name and not in the name of the UNCCD. The 

decision also requests the Secretariat to integrate the roster of independent experts database into 

the SKBP and encourages parties to propose new experts in order to achieve a better gender 

balance, and to include more experts from the social and economic sciences, especially experts 

on traditional and local knowledge, know-how and practices 

Programme of work for CST 13:  
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Final Decision: In the final decision (ICCD/COP(12)/CST/L.6), the COP calls for CST 13 to 

focus, inter alia, on the review of the work conducted by the SPI during the biennium 2016-

2017 and on its overall achievements since its establishment in order to decide on the future 

functioning of the SPI. The decision also calls for CST 13 to be organized in such a way as to 

facilitate a thematic dialogue between the parties and the SPI regarding the policy implications 

of the scientific outputs, and to enable the formulation of policy-relevant recommendations. 

 

HIGH-LEVEL ROUNDTABLES: From global to local: translating LDN into action: This 

roundtable was chaired by Mahama Ayariga, Minister, Environment, Science, Technology and 

Innovation, Ghana, and moderated by Paddy Woodworth, The Irish Times. In a video message, 

GEF CEO and Chairperson Naoko Ishii announced US$3 million for country-based LDN target 

setting. During the roundtable, countries noted that land degradation drivers include population 

pressures, poverty, climate change, and conflicts. Many others highlighted that LDN has 

become a global objective with the adoption of the SDGs. Some shared national-level actions. 

Many called for, inter alia: effective tools and policy measures; scientific and technical projects; 

and financial resources to mobilize efforts to address land degradation. CSOs emphasized 

preventing land degradation rather than land rehabilitation 

  

Drought adaptation: mainstreaming drought management policy in national agendas and 

mitigating the effects of drought: This roundtable was chaired by Pohamba Shifeta, Minister 

of Environment and Tourism, Namibia, and moderated by Saadet Oruç, a Turkish journalist. 

Delegates discussed, inter alia, the costs of drought prevention versus drought management; the 

need for national prevention policies and plans; the importance of regional forecasting centers 

supported by the World Meteorological Organization; integrating traditional knowledge with 

modern technologies; and addressing climate change, disaster risk reduction, SDGs and DLDD 

together and taking a multi-country approach to implementing sustainable solutions.  

 

Land-based adaptation to climate change: resilience through sustainable land management: 

This roundtable was co-chaired by Abdeladim Lhafi, High Commissioner for Water, Forests, 

and Desertification Control, Morocco, and Gabriel Quijandría Acosta, Vice Minister of 

Strategic Development of Natural Resources, Peru, and moderated by Guillermo Altares,  

El País. Many countries reported on efforts to address climate change and land degradation, 

including through: policy and legislative measures; land use planning and coastal area 

management; forest conservation and erosion control; and agroecology. Some interventions 

stressed local finance and establishing financing mechanisms, including the LDN Fund.  

Some participants underscored the need to strengthen the resilience of local communities 
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Plate 5: Tayyip Erdoğan, the President of the Republic of Turkey, with UNCCD VIPs (Courtesy 

of UNCCD website) 

 

DIALOGUES WITH STAKEHOLDERS: 
 

Land rights (dialogue with civil society): This dialogue was chaired by Barbara Thomson, 

Deputy Minister, Environmental Affairs, South Africa, and moderated by Paddy Woodworth, 

The Irish Times. Kevin Kamuya, Utooni Development Organization, Kenya, outlined an action 

plan to end “land grabs,” including: regularizing tenure of squatters; tackling weak governance 

and corruption; and undertaking participatory reform of land tenure systems. Hindou Oumarou 

Ibrahim, Coordinator of the Indigenous Women and Peoples Association, Chad, highlighted the 

links between land grabs, marginalization, poverty and radicalization. Michael Taylor, Director, 

International Land Coalition, called on governments to recognize customary land rights, and 

called for a people-centered process for land management. Participants discussed: tenure 

security and recognition of customary land rights; community forest management efforts; the 

responsibility of local farmers in land rehabilitation efforts; community land ownership; and 

awareness campaigns on tenure security. 
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Plate 6: Participants from Civil Society Organizations (CSO) at the close of the CSO Open 

Dialogue (Courtesy of UNCCD website) 

Incentives for investment in sustainable land management (dialogue with the private 

sector): 

This dialogue was chaired by Benedetto Della Vedova, Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs and 

International Cooperation, Italy, and moderated by Peter Bakker, World Business Council for 

Sustainable Development (WBCSD). Rifat Hisarciklioğlu, Union of Chambers and Commodity 

Exchanges, Turkey, reported on the recently adopted Ankara Declaration, which recognizes the 

economic impacts of land degradation and the financial and social benefits from SLM. Bey Soo 

Khiang, APRIL Group, Indonesia, spoke about the company’s objective of conserving one 

hectare of high-value natural forest for every hectare of concession land. Jai Schroff, CEO, 

UPL, India, said the private sector can provide appropriate technological and capacity 

requirements to reduce water stress and manage wastewater. Participants discussed: the private 

sector’s role in providing advocacy, outreach and technical support; the difficulty of the small-

scale agricultural sector to contribute to the LDN target; and the need for governments to 

provide “appropriately structured” tax and legal frameworks to incentivize private sector actors 

to engage in land rehabilitation and restoration. 

 

Framing of legislation to protect and rehabilitate land (dialogue with parliamentarians): 
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Lina Dolores Pohl Alfaro, Minister of Environment and Natural Resources, El Salvador, and 

Ravza Kavakçi Kan, Member of Parliament, Turkey, co-chaired the dialogue, which was 

moderated by Guillermo Altares, El País. Haroun Kabadi, President, UNCCD Forum of 

Parliamentarians, and President, National Assembly, Chad, called for best practices, funding 

and research to execute land rehabilitation. Joyce Laboso, National Assembly, Kenya, 

suggested spatial planning at national and local levels to address competing land uses. Ali bin 

Saad Altokhais, Member of Parliament, Saudi Arabia, stressed the need for clear legislation 

emphasizing sustainable water use. Maria Lourdes Acosta-Alba, Congresswoman, the 

Philippines, stated the legislative landscape is “fraught with competing interests and lobbying,” 

referring to a planning law languishing in the senate. Participants discussed practical steps to 

deal with DLDD and cooperation among all stakeholders for achieving the LDN target.  

 

MAKING COP 12 COUNT FOR THE LONG HAUL 

During the COP 12 closing session, it was clear that exhausted delegates and the Secretariat 

were gratified at the signals that the Convention is heading in a new direction. In her closing 

remarks, the Executive Secretary noted that COP 12 and the LDN decisions had given the 

UNCCD a clear game plan and direction for the next 15 years. The COP 12 decisions were seen 

as ensuring that the Convention would achieve greater relevance in the global sustainable 

development agenda, not only through SDG target 15.3 but also through the Convention’s 

relevance beyond arid lands and the relationship between LDN and climate change mitigation. 

As the COP 12 decision on the integration of the SDGs and targets into the UNCCD noted, the 

Secretariat was instructed, “as the lead organization for DLDD,” to take the initiative to seek 

cooperation to achieve SDG target 15.3. Some further highlighted that LDN has already 

attracted funding announcements from the GEF and Turkey, through its Ankara Initiative, to 

help with national LDN target setting, as well as from the private sector, and suggested that 

these announcements offer evidence that LDN could be a “game changer.” However, others 

cautioned that these new opportunities would only move the UNCCD forward if the 

Convention’s roots and its original focus on needs at the local level were respected. Participants 

left COP 12 cautiously optimistic in this regard, recognizing that they would need to work hard 

to ensure that the UNCCD can go beyond a set of skillfully negotiated texts in the COP 12 

outcomes to collectively deliver on the goal to achieve a land degradation neutral world 

SIDE EVENTS ATTENDED 

The delegates from participated in many side events depending on their interests but 

Inganga participated in the following: 

1. Confronting drought in Africa’s Drylands: opportunities for enhancing resilience 

2. African Initiative for strengthening the resilience to climate change and drought 

in Sub-Saharan Africa organized by JICA 
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3. UNCCD Science-Policy Interface looking at the structure and role of the SPI; 

Outcomes of the SPI’s first work programme; and Discussion on the future work 

of the SPI (proposed work programme 2016-2017) 

4. Land degradation costs the world up to 10.6tn U$  a year looking at Land 

solutions 

5. Drought Risk Management Policies for Sustainable Development: The Way 

Forward, (Inganga participated as panelist). The overall goal of the side event 

was to discuss the challenges that drought-prone countries face in mitigating the 

effects of drought and what they can do to address them. The specific objectives 

include: to provide a platform for stakeholders (countries/parties) to share their 

views on the existing challenges for drought resilience and to propose remedial 

measures; and to investigate options for strengthening national capacities by 

highlighting the three key pillars of drought preparedness planning: (i) drought 

early warning and monitoring systems, (ii) vulnerability and risk assessments 

and (iii) effective drought risk mitigation measures 

 

TECHNICAL TRIPS 

The Turkey government organized 4 field trips for delegates on the 17th and 18th of 

October which fell on weekends. The government availed buses for the trips (each bus 

had a tour guide and translator). The Kenya delegation joined others on the trips. The 

trip programme started at 8.00 hrs at the ATO Congresium and ended at 17.00hrs but 

travelling back took some time and teams were arriving at night although transport 

was available to take them to their hotels. It was the first time the host country had 

offered the delegates opportunity to see their country side through such trips. The 

details of points to visit were as follows: 

Tour 1:    Behicbey Forest nursery 

      Forest of Middle East Technical University (METU) 

Gokceyurt Erosion and Flood control Training Application Field 

Tour 2:  Afforestation for soils conservation of Kurtbogazi 

Kizilcahamam Nursery 

Soguksu National Park 

Tour 3:  Bolu Abant Lake Nature Park 

Bolu Golcuk Nature Park 

Tour 4:  Konya Karapinar wind erosion prevention field 

Meke Lake 

Mevlana Museum 

CLOSING PLENARY 
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The final sessions of the COP took place on Friday evening, 23 October. COP 12 Vice 

President Kadioğlu invited Raymond Baptiste, Acting Chair of the CRIC, to present a brief 

summary of the CRIC session. The COP adopted eight CRIC decisions without discussion. 

COP 12 Vice President Kadioğlu invited delegates to elect officers other than the President. 

Delegates elected Hamid Čustovič, Bosnia and Herzegovina, as CST 13 Chair and Bukar 

Hassan of Nigeria, as CRIC Chair for the 15th and 16th sessions. The COP next adopted 

decisions forwarded to it by the COW. 

 

The COP then adopted the decisions on: Credentials of delegations (ICCD/COP(12)/L.8); the 

Report of the Eleventh Roundtable of Members of Parliament (ICCD/COP(12)/L.3); the Special 

Segment: Boosting stakeholder engagement in the implementation of NCCD(ICCD/COP(12)/ 

L.6); the Declaration of the SLM Business Forum (ICCD/COP(12)/L.11); the Declaration of 

CSOs attending COP 12 (ICCD/COP(12)/L.12); and the Declaration of the Youth Forum 

(ICCD/COP(12)/L.13).  

 

On the reports of the session, the COP considered draft decisions on: the Declaration of the 

trade Union Forum (ICCD/COP(12)/L.10); the Ankara Initiative (ICCD/COP(12)/L.5); the 

Ankara Ministerial Declaration (ICCD/COP(12)/L.9); and the Expression of gratitude to the 

Government and people of the Republic of Turkey (ICCD/COP(12)/L.7). For each of the 

decisions, the COP took note of the declarations as orally presented. The COP then adopted the 

report of the meeting (ICCD/COP(12)/L.17) as orally presented by COP 12 Rapporteur, 

Grammenos Mastrojeni (Italy). 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS AND WAY FORWARD 

 It is crucial that Kenya links UNCCD activities with climate change and biological 

diversity activities in Kenya (a forum be established where the three UN 

conventions matters can be transacted in an integrated manner) for the 

domestication of the same  

 Equally for synergetic approach to the three Rio Conventions (UNFCCC, UNCCD 

and UNCBD) especially as it touches on implementation and reporting, NEMA 

and the government should support the participation of all the desk officers in all 

the COPs of the three conventions for them to understand their 

interrelationships. 

 Kenya to adopt all the … decisions arrived at during the COP12 and its related 

subsidiary bodies 

 After alignment of the NAP to The Strategy, Kenya shall have to set aside funds 

for reviewing the same in the next few years to align it to the SDGs especially the 

SDG 15 with its target 15.3 

 The Government of Kenya to support implementation of the NAP through 

allocation of funds to the relevant sectors including involvement of CSOs 
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 The Government of Kenya to support documentation of Best/ good Practices in 

various parts of the country with a view of reporting on the same to the UNCCD 

through the PRAIS system next reporting cycle next year 2016 

 Enhance information sharing between sectors in the area of DLDD and SLM 

 Lobby the government to allocate resources towards meeting the newly adopted 

SDGs especially the one on LDN (SDG number15 with the target 15.3) 

 

Plate 7: Tayyip Erdoğan, the President of the Republic of Turkey, opened the High-Level Segment 

(courtesy UNCCD website) 
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Plate 8: Inganga during the field trip to Meke lake tourism site
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GLOSSARY: 

CBD - Convention of Biological Diversity  

CEE -Central and Eastern Europe 

COP - Conference of the Parties  

COW - Committee of the Whole  

CRIC - Committee for the Review of the Implementation of the Convention  

CSOs  - Civil society organizations 

CST - Committee on Science and Technology  

DLDD - Desertification, land degradation and drought  

FAO - UN Food and Agriculture Organization  

GEF - Global Environment Facility  

GM - Global Mechanism  

GRULAC -Group of Latin American and Caribbean States 

IFS - Integrated Financing Strategies 

IIFs - Integrated Investment Frameworks 

IPBES - Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services  

IPCC - Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 

IWG - Intergovernmental Working Group 

LDN - Land degradation neutrality  

MoU - Memorandum of Understanding 

NAP - National Action Programme  

PRAIS - Performance Review and Assessment of  Implementation System 

SDGs - Sustainable Development Goals 

SLM - Sustainable land management  

SKBP - Scientific Knowledge Brokering Portal 

SPI - Science-Policy Interface  

UNCCD - UN Convention to Combat Desertification  

UNFCCC - UN Framework Convention on Climate Change  

UNGA - UN General Assembly  

 


